
 Fluency: Repeated Reading
Read the text aloud on 2 different days to a family member and have them initial:

W I D E Reading Choices
Complete at least two tasks from the chart below. *Star the ones you completed.

 Comprehension Check
Complete the multiple-choice questions & write your “Get The Gist” statements.

Reading # Date Parent/Guardian Initials and/or comments

1
2

Read 20 minutes in your 
independent reading book

Read a magazine or 
newspaper

Read a nonfiction book for 
20 minutes

Read a book aloud to a 
younger child

Write a 2-paragraph script 
for a news reporter 
warning citizens about a 
severe thunderstorm.

Read 20 minutes in your 
independent reading book

Learn more about thunder.
Write down 3+ facts that 
you learn.

Read 20 minutes in your 
independent reading book

Your own idea: Ask about 
your own topic!

Reading  Classwork
Thunderstorms

Week

27Name____________________________________________    Due Date ____________



Thunderstorms
¶1

¶2

¶3

¶4

Week

27Name____________________________________________    Due Date ____________

¶5

Lexile = 920

The loom and doom of ominous, dark gray clouds lingering in the sky 
tends to signal one thing is coming.  Coupled with the heavy humid air, 
these dark, looming clouds will soon erupt into a thunderstorm.  
However, not all storms are created equally.  A thunderstorm is a more 
intense rainstorm because instead of just bringing rainfall to a particular 
area, it also unleashes thunder and lightning to the earth below.   

What is a Thunderstorm? 
A thunderstorm is a storm with lightning and thunder.  It is produced by a cumulonimbus 
cloud, usually producing gusty winds, heavy rain, and sometimes hail. 

What Causes a Thunderstorm? 
The basic ingredients used to make a thunderstorm are moisture, unstable air and lift.  You 
need moisture to form clouds and rain.  You need unstable air that is relatively warm and 
can rise rapidly.  Finally, you need lift.  This can form from fronts, sea breezes or mountains. 

When Are Thunderstorms Most Likely to Occur? 
Thunderstorms can occur year-round and at all hours.  However, they are most likely to 
happen in the spring and summer months during the afternoon and evening hours.  It is 
estimated that there are around 1,800 thunderstorms that occur across our planet every day! 

What is Lightning? 
Lightning is an electric current (giant spark) made inside a cloud.  The light it gives off is so 
bright that it can be seen up to 100 miles away.  Although thunder, the loud booming sound 
that is created when unstable air collides is invisible to the human eye, we can see lightning 
because it is a bright flash of electricity that is produced by a thunderstorm.  If you hear 
thunder, then you are in danger from lightning.  According to scientists, there are about nine 
million lightning strikes in the world every day! 

 Lightning Safety 
As you may know, lightning can be dangerous.  Sometimes, lightning strikes trees, tall 
buildings, and water.  This is why you should always get out of a pool or the ocean before a 
storm starts.  The best place to go during a lightning storm is inside your home because you 
are able to stay dry and safe.   It is best to seek shelter during a thunderstorm – either your 
home or car, because lightning kills and injures more people each year than hurricanes or 
tornadoes – about 75 to 100 people. 



Comprehension Questions: thunderstorms
1. What type of clouds cause a thunderstorm?

a. lightning
b. current
c. cirrus
d. cumulonimbus

2. Which is NOT a natural effect of an active thunderstorm?
a. thunder
b. snowfall
c. heavy rain
d. lightning

3. How often do thunderstorms occur around the world?
a. There are reports of up to 100 thunderstorms a day.
b. Scientists believe there are 75 thunderstorms every hour.
c. It is said that 1,800 thunderstorms happen every day.
d. Weather experts estimate 9 million thunderstorms per day.

4. Which type of text structure did the author use in this article?
a. Compare and Contrast
b. Chronology (sequential order)
c. Question and Answer
d. Enumeration

5. Which word below is the best synonym for “ominous” found in the text?
a. nurturing
b. threatening
c. warm
d. summer

Prompt Response Evidence 
(¶#)

How are rainstorms 
different than 
thunderstorms?
Why is being in the 
pool not safe during a 
thunderstorm?
What is lightning?

What does lightning 
tend to strike?

Explain how lightning 
can be dangerous.

GET THE GIST! (Write a complete sentence in response to the 
prompts.)

{Write your own question & answer for this week’s text}

Week

27Name____________________________________________    Due Date ____________

cHALLENGE!
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Create a Mini-book

How to create a mini-book







PRESIDENTIAL PORTRAIT

“If I Were 
President…”

By President ________________

If I were president, I would have to be________

 ___________________________________________.

I would make the country better by __________

___________________________________________.

I would get people to vote for me by __________

___________________________________________.

It would be a hard job because _______________

___________________________________________.

The people would call me the _______________
president! 





George’s Secret Key to the Universe  5th Grade Ready Gen Vocab 

Top word _ English 

Second Word – Spanish 

Destructive: causing great and irreparable harm or damage. 

Destructivo: causando gran e irreparable daño. 

Indignant: feeling or showing anger or annoyance at what is perceived as unfair 
treatment. 

Indignado: sentir o mostrar enojo o molestia por lo que se percibe como un trato 
injusto. 

Enlightenment: the action of enlightening or the state of being enlightened. 

La iluminación: la acción de la iluminación o el estado de ser iluminado. 

Fusion: the process or result of joining two or more things together to form a 
single entity. 

Fusión: el proceso o resultado de unir dos o más cosas para formar una sola entidad. 

Inquiry: an act of asking for information. 

Consulta: un acto de pedir información. 

Accelerate: increase in amount or extent. 

Acelerar: aumentar en cantidad o medida. 

Ambling: walk or move at a slow, relaxed pace. 

Deambular: caminar o moverse a un ritmo lento y relajado. 

Menacing: suggesting the presence of danger; threatening. 

Amenazante: sugiriendo la presencia del peligro; amenazante. 

Defiantly: in a manner that shows open resistance or bold disobedience. 

Desafiante: de una manera que muestra resistencia abierta o desobediencia audaz. 



Improvised: created and performed spontaneously or without preparation; 
impromptu. 

Improvisado: creado y realizado espontáneamente o sin preparación; improvisado. 

Instictively: without conscious thought; by natural instinct. 

Instintivamente: sin pensamiento consciente; Por instinto natural. 

Spiraled: move in a spiral course. 

En espiral: moverse en un curso en espiral. 

Divert: cause (someone or something) to change course or turn from one direction 
to another. 

Desvío: causa que (alguien o algo) cambie de rumbo o cambie de una dirección a otra. 

Deliberately: consciously and intentionally; on purpose. 

Deliberadamente: consciente e intencionalmente; a propósito. 

Havoc: widespread destruction. 

Havoc: destrucción generalizada. 

Ominously: in a way that suggests that something bad is going to happen. 

Ominamente: de una manera que sugiere que algo malo va a suceder. 

Uninhabitable: (of a place) unsuitable for living in. 

Inhabitable: (de un lugar) inadecuado para vivir en. 

Emits: produce and discharge (something, especially gas or radiation). 

Emite: produce y descarga (algo, especialmente gas o radiación). 

Intrigued: to have aroused the curiosity or interest of; fascinated. 

Intrigado: haber despertado la curiosidad o interés de; fascinado. 

Advocate: a person who publicly supports or recommends a particular cause or 
policy. 



Defensor: una persona que apoya públicamente o recomienda una causa o política en 
particular. 

Alter: change or cause to change in character or composition, typically in a 
comparatively small but significant way. 

Alterar: cambiar o causar un cambio en el carácter o la composición, generalmente 
de una manera comparativamente pequeña pero significativa. 

Fundamental: forming a necessary base or core; of central importance. 

Fundamental: formando una base o núcleo necesario; de importancia central. 

Vital: absolutely necessary or important; essential. 

Vital: absolutamente necesario o importante; esencial. 

Distorted: pulled or twisted out of shape; contorted. 

Distorsionado: tirado o torcido fuera de forma; contorsionada 

Engulf: (of a natural force) sweep over (something) so as to surround or cover it 
completely. 

Engulf: (de una fuerza natural) barrer (algo) para rodearlo o cubrirlo 
completamente. 

Erratically: in a manner that is not even or regular in pattern or movement; 
unpredictably. 

Erráticamente: de una manera que no es uniforme o regular en patrón o movimiento; 
impredeciblemente 

Objected: say something to express one's disapproval of or disagreement with 
something. 

Objetado: decir algo para expresar la desaprobación o el desacuerdo con algo. 

Galaxy: a system of millions or billions of stars, together with gas and dust, held 
together by gravitational attraction. 



Galaxia: un sistema de millones o billones de estrellas, junto con el gas y el polvo, 
unidos por la atracción gravitacional. 

Perplexed: completely baffled; very puzzled. 

Perplejo: completamente desconcertado; muy desconcertado 

Remnants: a small remaining quantity of something. 

Restos: una pequeña cantidad restante de algo. 

Accessing: approach or enter (a place). 

Accediendo: acercarse o entrar (un lugar). 

Agitated: feeling or appearing troubled or nervous. 

Agitado: sentirse o parecer preocupado o nervioso. 

Exploiting: make full use of and derive benefit from (a resource). 

Explotación: hacer un uso completo y obtener un beneficio de (un recurso). 



Name:_________________________________________         Date:_________________________  Number:_____________ 
George’s Secret Key to the Universe: Chapter 1 

Learning Target: I can decipher the meaning of unknown words and phrases by using a context clues 
strategy and plugging in my guess.   

Model: 
Quote Strategy/ Thought Process/Definition 

“Pig’s don’t just vanish, thought 
George as he stood staring in 
the depths of the very obviously 
empty pigsty.” –Page 1 

Strategy:  Plug It In/Synonym 

Thought Process:  The words “very obviously empty” show the reader that 
there was nothing there.  I tried to plug in “go away” and “disappear.” 

Vanish: To disappear 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Independent Practice: 
Quote Thought Process/Strategy/Definition 

“He tried closing his 
eyes and opening them 
again, to see if it was all 
some horrible optical 
illusion.”  –Page 1 

Strategy:  ________________________________ 

Thought Process:  _________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Optical: ________________________________________ 

Quote Thought Process/Strategy/Definition 

“The home-knitted purple and 
orange striped sweater from 
his mom had sleeves that 
stretched right down to the 
floor; he had never wanted a 
xylophone, and he had a hard 
time looking enthusiastic 
when he unwrapped a build-
your-own-ant farm.” 
-Page 3

Strategy:  ___________________________________ 

Thought Process: 

_________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Enthusiastic:______________________________________ 

Quote Thought Process/Strategy/Definition 

“Whenever he got the chance, 
he liked to escape and 
rampage across the vegetable 
patch, trampling on carrot 
tops, munching the baby 
cabbages, and chewing up 
George’s mom’s flowers.” 
-Page 5

Strategy:  ___________________________________ 

Thought Process: 

_________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Rampage:______________________________________ 

Hint: You go to an optical store to buy 
glasses 

Hint: Why would George not look 
“enthusiastic” when he got an ant 
farm?  Did he like this gift? 

Hint: How would Freddy run after 
he had been locked up all day? 



Name:_________________________________________         Date:_________________________  Number:_____________ 
George’s Secret Key to the Universe: Chapter 1 

Quote Thought Process/Strategy/Definition 

“Years of neglect meant the 
garden had rioted out of 
control until it looked like the 
Amazon jungle had grown up 
on the other side of the fence.” 
-Page 6

Strategy:  ___________________________________ 

Thought Process: 

_________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Neglect:______________________________________ 

Quote Thought Process/Strategy/Definition 

“Taking a deep breath, George 
decided he had to do it.  He had 
to go Next Door.  Closing his 
eyes, he plunged through the 
hole in the fence.” 
-Page 12

Strategy:  ___________________________________ 

Thought Process: 

_________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Plunged:______________________________________ 

Hint: When people take care of 
their gardens, they DO NOT look 
like the Amazon Jungle.  



Name:_________________________________________         Date:_________________________  Number:_____________ 
George’s Secret Key to the Universe: Chapter 1 

Learning Target: I can decipher the meaning of unknown words and phrases by using a context clues 
strategy and plugging in my guess.   

Model: 
Quote Strategy/ Thought Process/Definition 

“Pig’s don’t just vanish, thought 
George as he stood staring in 
the depths of the very obviously 
empty pigsty.” –Page 1 

Strategy:  Plug It In/Synonym 

Thought Process:  The words “very obviously empty” show the reader that 
there was nothing there.  I tried to plug in “go away” and “disappear.” 

Vanish: To disappear 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Independent Practice: 
Quote Thought Process/Strategy/Definition 

“He tried closing his 
eyes and opening them 
again, to see if it was all 
some horrible optical 
illusion.”  –Page 1 

Strategy:  ________________________________ 

Thought Process:  _________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Optical: ________________________________________ 

Write a sentence using the word “Optical”: 

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Quote Thought Process/Strategy/Definition 

“The home-knitted purple and 
orange striped sweater from 
his mom had sleeves that 
stretched right down to the 
floor; he had never wanted a 
xylophone, and he had a hard 
time looking enthusiastic 
when he unwrapped a build-
your-own-ant farm.” 
-Page 3

Strategy:  ___________________________________ 

Thought Process: 

_________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Enthusiastic:______________________________________ 

Write a sentence using the word “Enthusiastic”: 
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 



Name:_________________________________________         Date:_________________________  Number:_____________ 
George’s Secret Key to the Universe: Chapter 1 

Quote Thought Process/Strategy/Definition 

“Whenever he got the chance, 
he liked to escape and 
rampage across the vegetable 
patch, trampling on carrot 
tops, munching the baby 
cabbages, and chewing up 
George’s mom’s flowers.” 
-Page 5

Strategy:  ___________________________________ 

Thought Process: 

_________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Rampage:______________________________________ 

Quote Thought Process/Strategy/Definition 

“Years of neglect meant the 
garden had rioted out of 
control until it looked like the 
Amazon jungle had grown up 
on the other side of the fence.” 
-Page 6

Strategy:  ___________________________________ 

Thought Process: 

_________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Neglect:______________________________________ 

Write a sentence using the word “Neglect”: 
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Quote Thought Process/Strategy/Definition 

“Taking a deep breath, George 
decided he had to do it.  He had 
to go Next Door.  Closing his 
eyes, he plunged through the 
hole in the fence.” 
-Page 12

Strategy:  ___________________________________ 

Thought Process: 

_________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Plunged:______________________________________ 
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�IRROLVK��ZKHQ�WKH�JXHVW�VSHDNHU�FDPH�WR�
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5HDG�WKH�YRFDEXODU\�VWRU\�EHORZ���&RPSOHWH�WKH�DFWLYLWLHV�DIWHU�
UHDGLQJ�WKH�VWRU\���

7RGD\�ZDV�WKH�ELJ�GD\���,�ZRNH�XS�H[FLWHG�DQG�WKULOOHG� ,W�ZDV�
RXU�,QYHQW�$PHULFD�FRQWHVW���7KH�ZLQQLQJ�VWXGHQW�ZRXOG�JR�RQ�WR�WKH�
VWDWH�FRPSHWLWLRQ�DQG�WKH�JUDQG�SUL]H�ZRXOG�EH�D�SDWHQW�IRU�RXU�
LQYHQWLRQ���0\�H[FLWHPHQW��KRZHYHU��VRRQ�WUDQVIRUPHG�WR�VWULIH���
(YHU\RQH�LQ�P\�IDPLO\�H[SHFWHG�PH�WR�ZLQ���0\�ROGHU�EURWKHU�ZRQ�
WZR�\HDUV�SULRU�DQG�HYHU\RQH�NHSW�WHOOLQJ�PH��´,W·V�\RXU�WXUQ�QRZ�µ��
7KH�SUHVVXUH�ZDV�UHDOO\�VWDUWLQJ�WR�ERWKHU�PH���,�MXVW�NHSW�WHOOLQJ�P\VHOI�
WKDW�LW�ZLOO�EH�RND\�DV�ORQJ�DV�,�GR�P\�EHVW���,�NQHZ�WKDW�,�KDG�ZRUNHG�
KDUG���,�KDG�LQYHQWHG�ZKDW�,�OLNH�WR�FDOO��´7KH�/LJKW�%HQGHU�µ��,�ZDV�DQ�
DSSUHQWLFH�DW�P\�GDG·V�DXWR�VKRS���,�KDG�EHHQ�ZRUNLQJ�RQ�FDUV�ZLWK�
KLP�DQG�KDYH�OHDUQHG�D�ORW�WKURXJK�WKH�\HDUV���6R��P\�LQYHQWLRQ�LV�D�
SLHFH�RI�PHWDO�WKDW�LV�URXQGHG���,I�\RXU�FDU�KDV�D�IODW�WLUH�DQG�\RX�
GRQ·W�KDYH�D�IODVKOLJKW��\RX�WDNH�WKLV�RXW��SXW�LW�LQ�IURQW�RI�\RXU�
KHDGOLJKW��DQG�LW�JLYHV�\RX�OLJKW�WR�FKDQJH�\RXU�WLUH���

:KHQ�ZH�JRW�WR�VFKRRO��WKH\�DQQRXQFHG�WKH�ILYH�ILQDOLVWV���,�ZDV�
FKRVHQ���7KH�ILQDOLVWV�KDG�WR�JLYH�D���PLQXWH�VSHHFK�WKDW�WHOOV�DERXW�
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How	  Do	  You	  Lose	  a	  Colony?	  
Exploring	  What	  Became	  of	  John	  White’s	  “Lost	  Colony”	  

Overview	  
Students	  will	  compliment	  their	  investigation	  of	  the	  foundations	  of	  America	  by	  participating	  in	  a	  group	  project	  
in	  which	  they	  write	  a	  play	  based	  on	  John	  White’s	  colony.	  Plays	  must	  show	  student	  understanding	  of	  the	  
colonial	  period	  in	  general,	  and	  illustrate	  an	  interpretation	  of	  what	  became	  of	  the	  “lost”	  John	  White	  colonists.	  
Students	  will	  present	  their	  play	  to	  classmates	  by	  dressing	  in	  period	  costume	  and	  acting	  it	  out.	  	  

Grade	  
5	  

North	  Carolina	  Essential	  Standards	  for	  5th	  Grade	  Social	  Studies	  
• 5.G.1.1-‐	  Explain	  the	  impact	  of	  the	  physical	  environment	  on	  early	  settlements	  in	  the	  New	  World.
• 5.G.1.2-‐	  Explain	  the	  positive	  and	  negative	  effects	  of	  human	  activity	  on	  the	  physical	  environment	  of	  the

United	  States,	  past	  and	  present.
• 5.G.1.3-‐	  Exemplify	  how	  technological	  advances	  (communication,	  transportation	  and	  agriculture)	  have

allowed	  people	  to	  overcome	  geographic	  limitations.
• 5.G.1.4-‐	  Exemplify	  migration	  within	  or	  immigration	  to	  the	  United	  States	  in	  order	  to	  identify	  push	  and	  pull

factors	  (why	  people	  left/why	  people	  came).
• 5.C.1.2-‐	  Exemplify	  how	  the	  interactions	  of	  various	  groups	  have	  resulted	  in	  borrowing	  and	  sharing	  of

traditions	  and	  technology.

Essential	  Questions	  
• In	  what	  ways	  was	  Roanoke	  Island	  an	  appropriate	  location	  for	  a	  colony?	  In	  what	  ways	  was	  it	  unsuitable?
• Who	  were	  the	  members	  of	  the	  John	  White	  colony	  and	  what	  were	  their	  roles	  throughout	  the	  life	  of	  the

colony?
• What	  difficulties	  did	  the	  John	  White	  colony	  face?
• What	  is	  your	  interpretation	  of	  what	  became	  of	  the	  John	  White	  colonists?
• Even	  though	  it	  failed,	  how	  did	  the	  John	  White	  colony	  impact	  future	  colonization?

Materials	  
• Lost	  Colony	  image,	  attached
• How	  Do	  You	  Lose	  a	  Colony,	  assignment	  sheet	  attached
• Access	  to	  the	  Internet	  and/or	  library

Duration	  
• 20	  minutes	  of	  class	  time	  to	  explain	  the	  assignment,	  three	  to	  four	  30+	  minute	  class	  work	  sessions,	  and	  at

least	  1	  week	  of	  homework	  time	  is	  recommended;	  teachers	  should	  amend	  the	  duration	  to	  meet	  their	  own
needs.

Preparation	  
• Students	  should	  have	  a	  basic	  understanding	  of	  the	  facts	  surrounding	  the	  history	  of	  Roanoke	  Island,

including	  the	  Amadas	  and	  Barlowe	  expedition,	  the	  Ralph	  Lane	  Colony,	  and	  John	  White’s	  mysterious	  “Lost
Colony”.	  Information	  and	  readings	  are	  available	  in	  LEARN	  NC’s	  digital	  textbook	  at
http://www.learnnc.org/lp/editions/nchist-‐twoworlds/4.0

Activity (optional) 
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• Teachers	  should	  determine	  whether	  to	  allow	  students	  to	  choose	  their	  own	  groups,	  or	  whether	  they	  will	  be
assigned.

Procedure	  
1. As	  a	  warm	  up,	  project	  the	  attached	  image	  from	  the	  Lost	  Colony.	  Allow	  students	  to	  review	  the	  occurrences

of	  the	  Lost	  Colony	  by	  prompting:
• What	  do	  you	  see	  here?
• What	  do	  you	  think	  is	  happening	  in	  this	  picture?	  What	  has	  transpired	  previous	  to	  this	  moment

represented?
• What	  are	  some	  of	  the	  theories	  that	  explain	  what	  became	  of	  the	  “Lost	  Colonists?”	  (Chart	  student

answers	  on	  the	  board.)

2. Hand	  out	  the	  attached	  assignment	  sheet.	  Explain	  to	  students	  that	  they	  will	  be	  developing	  a	  theory	  on	  what
became	  of	  the	  members	  of	  the	  “Lost	  Colony.”	  Considering	  the	  possibilities	  discussed	  in	  class	  (Spanish
attack,	  Native	  attack,	  Lumbee	  amalgamation,	  attempted	  return	  to	  England,	  etc.),	  or	  based	  on	  inferred	  and
compiled	  ideas,	  group	  members	  will	  write	  and	  perform	  a	  short	  play	  about	  John	  White’s	  colony	  that	  shows
their	  interpretation	  of	  what	  became	  of	  the	  colonists.

3. Go	  through	  the	  project	  assignment	  sheet	  in	  detail.	  Teachers	  should	  determine	  an	  approximate	  required
time	  length	  for	  the	  plays	  when	  performed	  (i.e.,	  8	  minutes).	  If	  very	  short	  plays	  are	  desired,	  ensure	  students
begin	  their	  play	  right	  around	  the	  time	  when	  John	  White	  leaves	  for	  supplies.	  Once	  students	  understand	  the
assignment,	  allow	  time	  for	  students	  to	  get	  into	  their	  groups	  and	  brainstorm	  in	  class.	  Teachers	  should	  use
their	  discretion	  regarding	  how	  much	  class	  time	  and	  homework	  time	  is	  provided	  for	  work	  on	  this	  project.

Culminating	  Activities	  
• Hold	  an	  evening	  of	  short	  plays	  for	  the	  community,	  allowing	  students	  to	  present	  their	  work.	  Allow	  students

to	  answer	  audience	  questions	  after	  the	  presentations	  and	  share	  their	  learned	  knowledge	  of	  John	  White’s
colony.

• Take	  a	  field	  trip	  to	  see	  an	  actual	  reenactment	  of	  the	  Lost	  Colony:	  	  http://www.thelostcolony.org/
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Name	  

Project	  Assignment:	  	  How	  Do	  You	  Lose	  a	  Colony?	  

Due	  Date	  

Assignment:	  	  What	  do	  you	  think	  became	  of	  the	  members	  of	  John	  White’s	  colony?	  	  Based	  on	  possibilities	  we	  
discussed	  in	  class,	  or	  based	  on	  new	  ideas	  you	  and	  your	  group	  members	  infer,	  you	  will	  write	  and	  perform	  a	  
short	  play	  about	  your	  perspective	  on	  the	  Lost	  Colony.	  	  Your	  play	  should	  have	  a	  beginning,	  middle,	  and	  an	  end.	  	  
It	  should	  include	  actual	  characters	  and	  accurate	  events	  of	  the	  the	  colony.	  	  Most	  importantly,	  the	  end	  of	  your	  
play	  should	  show	  what	  your	  group	  believe	  happened	  to	  the	  colony.	  	  Obviously,	  this	  part	  will	  be	  inferred,	  as	  
no	  one	  really	  knows	  for	  sure	  what	  became	  of	  John	  White’s	  colonists.	  	  You	  will	  culminate	  this	  project	  by	  
presenting	  your	  play	  to	  class.	  

Time	  Line	  and	  Process:	  
1. Research,	  Review	  and	  Brainstorm:

Together	  as	  a	  group,	  review	  the	  events	  leading	  up	  to	  John	  White’s	  colonization	  attempt	  	  (i.e.,	  the	  Amandas	  
and	  Barlowe	  expedition	  and	  the	  Ralph	  Lane	  colony),	  as	  well	  as	  the	  settling	  of	  the	  John	  White	  colony	  and	  
the	  occurrences	  before	  John	  White	  returned	  to	  England.	  	  You	  may	  also	  want	  to	  do	  additional	  research	  in	  
the	  library	  or	  on	  the	  Internet.	  	  As	  you	  review	  and	  further	  research	  all	  that	  is	  known	  about	  the	  events	  taking	  
place	  on	  Roanoke	  Island,	  brainstorm	  possibilities	  of	  what	  may	  have	  actually	  happened	  to	  the	  John	  White	  
Colony	  over	  the	  three	  years	  that	  White	  was	  gone.	  	  What	  do	  you	  think	  was	  happening	  back	  on	  Roanoke	  
Island	  while	  White	  was	  retrieving	  supplies	  in	  England?	  	  How	  do	  you	  think	  the	  colonists	  were	  “lost”?	  	  After	  
discussion,	  decide	  on	  an	  ending	  that	  you	  think	  is	  most	  likely.	  	  Then	  further	  brainstorm	  what	  characters	  you	  
wish	  to	  have	  present	  in	  your	  play,	  and	  what	  parts	  of	  the	  actual	  events	  of	  the	  colony	  you	  will	  show	  in	  your	  
play	  up	  until	  the	  point	  of	  your	  fictional	  ending.	  	  Schedule	  two	  times	  your	  group	  can	  meet	  outside	  of	  class	  
to	  continue	  working	  (i.e.	  during	  lunch,	  study	  hall,	  after	  school,	  etc.)	  

All	  additional	  research,	  review,	  and	  brainstorming	  should	  be	  completed	  by:	  ______________________	  

2. First	  Draft	  Work	  Day:
Bring	  your	  brainstorming	  ideas	  to	  class,	  and	  begin	  to	  put	  your	  rough	  ideas	  onto	  paper.	  	  Decide	  what	  
characters	  will	  be	  in	  the	  various	  scenes	  of	  your	  play	  and	  what	  they	  will	  say	  to	  one	  another.	  	  As	  you	  work	  on	  
what	  characters	  will	  say	  to	  one	  another	  to	  move	  the	  story	  along,	  you	  may	  want	  to	  consider	  who	  will	  play	  
which	  character	  and	  do	  some	  improvisation	  acting	  to	  help	  you	  write	  the	  dialogue	  down.	  	  Schedule	  time	  to	  
work	  outside	  of	  class	  to	  revise	  your	  first	  draft	  into	  an	  improved	  Second	  Draft.	  

A	  Second	  Draft	  is	  due	  in	  class	  on:	  _________________________________________________________	  

3. Second	  Draft	  Work	  Day:
Bring	  your	  second	  draft	  to	  class	  for	  final	  edits	  and	  revisions.	  	  Begin	  to	  practice	  your	  play	  in	  class,	  
brainstorming	  how	  you	  will	  recreate	  costumes	  and	  props	  needed.	  	  Schedule	  time	  outside	  of	  class	  to	  
complete	  your	  typed	  final	  draft	  and	  also	  time	  to	  practice	  acting	  the	  play	  out.	  	  Remember,	  you	  will	  be	  
presenting	  this	  to	  class!	  

4. Create	  a	  Final	  Costume	  List	  and	  Sketches:
Think	  about	  how	  each	  character	  should	  dress,	  and	  try	  to	  match	  the	  dress	  of	  the	  time	  period	  (1580’s)	  as	  
close	  as	  possible.	  	  You	  should	  do	  some	  research	  (books,	  library,	  Internet)	  to	  view	  outfits	  from	  colonial	  days,	  
and	  figure	  out	  how	  to	  recreate	  them.	  	  Make	  sure	  you	  have	  a	  written	  description	  and	  sketch	  of	  a	  generic	  
male	  colonist,	  a	  generic	  female	  colonist,	  and	  a	  Native	  American	  to	  turn	  in	  with	  your	  final	  draft.	  
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Complete	  your	  costume	  list	  and	  sketches	  by:	  ________________________________________________	  
*NOTE:	  	  While	  you	  are	  expected	  to	  make	  an	  attempt	  to	  represent	  costumes	  in	  your	  play	  as	  best	  you	  can,
the	  sketches	  show	  what	  you	  would	  dress	  like	  if	  you	  had	  a	  “million	  dollar	  budget.”

5. Final	  Draft	  Due	  and	  Play	  Practice:
Bring	  the	  final	  draft	  of	  your	  play	  and	  your	  costume	  list/sketches	  to	  class.	  	  You	  may	  also	  wish	  to	  bring	  in	  
props/costumes	  that	  you	  will	  use	  when	  you	  present	  your	  play.	  	  You	  will	  have	  time	  to	  practice	  in	  class	  to	  
prepare	  for	  your	  performance.	  	  You	  should	  also	  plan	  to	  practice	  outside	  of	  class.	  	  (Make	  sure	  you	  practice	  
your	  scene	  as	  much	  as	  possible.	  	  Read	  through	  your	  scene	  together	  so	  that	  you	  are	  sure	  there	  are	  no	  
mistakes,	  and	  so	  that	  you	  are	  comfortable	  with	  it.	  	  You	  do	  not	  have	  to	  memorize	  your	  lines,	  but	  you	  should	  
make	  sure	  to	  put	  some	  animation	  in	  your	  voice	  and	  move	  around	  to	  make	  the	  performance	  interesting.)	  

The	  final	  draft	  (including	  the	  script,	  costume	  list	  and	  sketches	  is	  due	  on:	  _________________________	  

6. Dress	  Rehearsal:
Bring	  all	  materials	  to	  class	  on	  this	  day	  that	  you	  will	  need	  for	  presenting	  your	  play	  (costumes,	  props,	  scenery	  
pieces,	  final	  script,	  etc.)	  	  You	  will	  have	  time	  to	  practice	  your	  play	  as	  if	  it	  is	  the	  real	  performance	  (wearing	  
your	  costumes,	  integrating	  the	  props	  and	  scenery,	  etc.)	  	  	  

The	  dress	  rehearsal	  will	  take	  place	  on:	  _____________________________________________________	  

7. Performance:	  	  Your	  group	  will	  perform	  your	  scene	  in	  the	  auditorium	  and	  participate	  in	  a	  class	  feedback
session.	  

-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐	  
Grading:	  

Typed,	  Comprehensive	  Script:	   	   85	  points	  
To	  receive	  full	  credit,	  your	  script	  should	  be	  typed	  in	  the	  format	  shown	  below,	  and	  include	  a	  
comprehensive	  story	  of	  the	  facts	  of	  the	  settling	  of	  John	  White’s	  Colony,	  and	  most	  importantly	  it	  
should	  show	  your	  groups	  inferred	  ending	  (do	  not	  leave	  the	  ending	  a	  mystery).	  	  The	  script	  should	  
have	  a	  clear	  beginning,	  middle,	  and	  end,	  containing	  at	  least	  three	  or	  more	  scenes.	  

Costume	  list	  and	  sketches:	   	   15	  points	  
Turn	  in	  a	  generic	  sketch	  for	  a	  female	  and	  male	  colonist,	  as	  well	  as	  a	  Native	  American.	  	  Also,	  write	  out	  a	  
list	  of	  what	  each	  of	  these	  three	  characters	  would	  wear.	  	  (You	  are	  expected	  to	  try	  to	  represent	  
costumes	  in	  your	  performance,	  but	  it	  is	  understood	  they	  will	  not	  be	  perfect!)	  

Following	  group	  work	  expectations:	   0	  points	  
Make	  sure	  you	  come	  to	  class	  prepared	  to	  work	  together	  when	  given	  time	  to	  do	  so.	  	  Also,	  make	  sure	  
you	  are	  contributing	  to	  the	  group	  by	  doing	  work	  independently	  at	  home	  to	  make	  your	  play	  even	  
better!	  

Performance:	   	   	   	   0 points	  
Your	  group	  must	  perform	  in	  front	  of	  the	  class.	  	  The	  purpose	  of	  this	  performance	  is	  not	  to	  make	  your	  
classmates	  laugh…it	  is	  to	  act	  out	  your	  idea	  of	  what	  happened	  to	  the	  Lost	  Colony.	  	  Performances	  should	  
be	  serious	  and	  well	  rehearsed,	  with	  each	  member	  knowing	  ahead	  of	  time	  what	  they	  are	  doing.	  	  Be	  
very	  careful	  with	  how	  you	  portray	  the	  Natives…do	  not	  be	  stereotypical!	  

Total	  Possible	  Points	   100	  points	  

final draft is otional disregrd play practice

Disregard since class is not in session

Disregard since class is not in session
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How	  to	  format	  your	  typed	  scenes:	  

Title	  

Scene1:	  	  The	  curtain	  opens	  to	  an	  area	  of	  woods,	  with	  trees	  and	  bushes	  all	  around.	  	  From	  the	  left,	  6	  
colonists	  enter.	  	  They	  seem	  tired	  and	  weary,	  but	  also	  excited	  about	  the	  new	  land	  they	  have	  arrived	  on.	  
They	  carry	  supplies	  in	  leather	  bags,	  as	  well	  as	  weapons.	  

John	  White:	   	   Well	  then,	  it	  looks	  like	  this	  is	  as	  good	  a	  place	  as	  any	  to	  rest	  a	  spell.	  

George	  Howe:	   (sitting	  on	  a	  rock)	  Yes,	  a	  rest	  would	  be	  very	  nice.	  	  It	  is	  hard	  moving	  through	  all	  
of	  this	  shrubbery	  and	  brush.	  

Ananias	  Dare:	   Are	  you	  feeling	  poorly?	  (turning	  to	  his	  wife,	  Eleanor)	  Would	  you	  like	  a	  drink	  of	  
water?	  

Eleanor	  Dare:	  Oh,	  yes	  please.	  	  That	  would	  be	  lovely.	  (takes	  a	  canteen)	  Thank	  you.	  

John	  White:	   (yells	  offstage	  to	  other	  colonists	  not	  seen)	  Everyone,	  we’ll	  stop	  here	  for	  a	  bit.	  
Rest	  yourselves!	  








































































	Week 27 updated
	Blank Page
	Blank Page
	Blank Page
	Blank Page
	Blank Page

	George's Secret Key to the Universe



